Lesson Title

KDT! Dinosaur Egg Hunt (Based on Jodi Wadach’s lesson) 

Duration

40 minutes

Lesson Description

Children search for dinosaur puzzle pieces and cooperatively reassemble the

dinosaur “bones/picture”. Children will research their dinosaur

Major Understandings

Vertebrate structure determines the type of dinosaur. Paleontologists hunt for

bones and reassemble them using what they know about dinosaurs and animals that live today.

Essential Questions

What do paleontologists do?

What do you think a paleontologist has to know in order to do his/her job?

Skills

Beginning research skills i.e. Using resources to find information, Use a table of contents or index

Vocabulary

Research, paleontologist, vertebrate, stegosaurus, parasaurollophus, triceratops,

tyrannosaurus rex, (or whichever dinosaurs you choose to use), fossil, investigate, extinct

Procedure

The Task:

1. Students will search for and find one egg of the color to which they are assigned. Once they have found their one egg, they should go to the table with the construction paper of that same color. 

2. When the whole group is assembled with all eggs for that color, they may open their eggs. As a group, they will assemble one dinosaur using all the pieces found inside the eggs. 

3. When complete, they should glue it to the paper. (Talk about why they would not want to glue each piece right away)

Use books to research the name of the dinosaur. Have each child will add one fact using a different colored marker to insure everyone’s involvement.

The Set-up

Cut up dinosaur sheets (attached) into the number of students you want to work

together to assemble the dinosaur. (For example, if you want to have 4 children

working on a triceratops, cut the diagram into four pieces and put one piece each into 4 of the same colored egg. Each dinosaur will have it’s own colored egg. Hide the plastic eggs in the classroom.

1) Hide plastic eggs within classroom

2) Handout one index card to each child, the sticker color denotes the color of

egg they are searching for

3) Explain the task

4) Thoroughly explain the rules

The Rules

*Take only one egg

*The egg you take must match the color on your index card

*Do not tell about other eggs you might see

*No running

Follow –Up

Discuss role of paleontologist

What was it like being a paleontologist?

Debrief what was easy/hard about the task

Discuss what went well in terms of working together

Extensions

Add the rest of the body with crayon and colored pencils

Write additional facts about the dinosaur

Use meter stick and yarn to replicate length of each dinosaur

Discuss “What do you think happens when a paleontologist finds only a few dinosaur bones during a dig?” How will s/he determine the type? 

What tools do you think a paleontologist might use to locate dinosaur bones? 

Working cooperatively with classmates 
Assessment

Observe how children work together as team members

Assess completed poster for puzzle completion and facts

Technology Integration

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/dinosaurs/

http://www.readinga-z.com/ http://www.fieldmuseum.org/plan_visit/default.htm

http://www.pebblego.com/pgoAnimals/PebbleGo2.aspx?cid=11108&sid=1

Culturally Affirming
Dinosaurs lived throughout the world. People from all cultures have been fascinated by these extinct animals. Teachers may show a world map with several dinosaurs put on various countries. Children can see that dinosaurs have been found in many continents.

The completion of this task is dependent upon student cooperation and

involvement. Each student should have a sense of belonging to his/her group.

Special Needs

Children who are non-readers can be supported by their classmates

Resources and Supporting Websites

http://www.kidsdinos.com/

Supporting Materials Bin of dinosaur library books, best if they have indexes or simple table of contents

