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Eight Square Schoolhouse – A Living History Program 
The History Center in Tompkins County 

Program Overview 
Central Questions: 
1. What is the purpose of education? 
2. How does history impact who I am today? 

Learning Standards: 

Content Standards Social Studies Practices: 
 Gathering, Interpreting, and Using Evidence 
 Chronological Reasoning and Causation 
 Comparison and Contextualization 
 Geographic Reasoning  
 Economics and Economic Systems 
 Civic Participation  

 
Social Studies Standards: 
4.1 Geography of New York State 
4.4 Government 
4.5 In search of freedom and a call for change 
4.6 Westward Movement and Industrialization 
 

ICSD Anti-Marginalization 
Focus Questions 

Social Emotional: 
1. How does that make me feel? 

Identity: 
 How does my community support my identity? 
 How does history define who I am today and where I am? 

 

Learning Targets: 
I can compare and contrast a school day in 1892 Tompkins County with my classroom today. 
I can reflect on how schooling in 1892 impacts schooling today.  
I can reflect on strategies that help me succeed in the classroom. 
I can discuss the purpose of education. 
I can think critically about history. 
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What to expect on the Eight Square Trip and how to prepare for the trip 

 There is no electricity or heat at the Schoolhouse. We rely on the sunlight and oil lamps 

for light, and open the windows on a hot day for a breeze.  

 There is also no running water on site. There is a hand pump outdoors which we use to 

wash our hands. It is not potable water; do not drink water from the pump. 

 The bathrooms are outhouses behind the school. Again, there is no running water in the 

bathrooms. Students will be invited to use the outhouses at the recess and lunch 

periods. If a student needs to use the bathroom at another time, we ask that they 

communicate directly with the classroom teacher to be as least disruptive of the 

curriculum as possible.  

 We do not provide lunch or snacks at the program. Students should bring their own 

lunches, and have fun making them in an 1892 style! (see p. 13) Lunch is at 

approximately 11:45am.  

 We conduct the program rain or shine. On a rainy or cold day, we will opt to have lunch 

and recess indoors and play small indoor games.  

 Be mindful of your own technology use during the day. Limit your picture taking to 

lunch / recess or a special moment indoors, but every time a student sees a phone or 

camera, it detracts from the 1892 world.  

What to wear 

 Encourage your students to have fun creating an 1892 outfit for themselves! See p. 16 

for specific outfit guidelines.  

 Please encourage your students to dress appropriately for the weather. If it’s a cold day, 

bring their jacket along, as it can get cold in the schoolhouse. We do have a few blankets 

if students are cold, but not enough for everyone.  

 Families are not obligated to purchase new outfits for this trip. Rolling up pants and 

wearing tall socks, plus a simple button-up shirt is a great basic outfit for a student. Or 

simple “signifiers” like a hat, shawl, suspenders, or boots can help the student feel like 

they are stepping back in time if they are not able to create a full outfit. Be creative and 

help the student problem-solve.  

 Many schools have a bin of clothes collected through the years for this trip. If your 

school does not have this, contact The History Center to brainstorm how we can help 

you start one.  

What to bring 

 Lunches for students and adults (do not bring beverages in glass jars) 

 Drinking water and cups 

 A trash bag or box to carry out your trash. There is no trash receptacle onsite.  

 List of students’ 1892 names 
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Pre-trip Classroom Activities 

To be led by classroom teacher in their school classroom prior to the visit to the Eight Square 
Schoolhouse 
 
Objective: To prepare students for the field trip to the Eight Square Schoolhouse 
 
Part 1: Slide show exploring education in the late 1800s in Tompkins County, and specifically what 
took place in a one-room schoolhouse.  
 
Use the chart below to move through the slide show pdf. Add your own questions and reflections 
throughout this slideshow as works best for you and your classroom.  
 

Slide 
# 

Description of image Caption – to read out loud to students & discuss 

1 Eight Square Schoolhouse Soon we will be taking a trip to the Eight Square 
Schoolhouse and going to school for a day in the year 
1892. Let’s explore some of the history of the schoolhouse 
and education in our county in the late 1800s. 

2 Cayuga Lake The Cayuga Nation (Gayogo̱hó꞉nǫʼ, pronounced “Guy a 
con nyo”), one tribe of the Six Nations of the 
Haudenosaunee, continue to be in this ancestral 
homeland. We are grateful to be here on this land and 
recognize the importance of the Cayuga people 
historically, today, and in our future. 

3 Tompkins County Map, 
1812 

Our county, Tompkins County, has 9 towns, and in the late 
1800s, this area was largely rural. Farming was a major 
part of people’s lives and livelihoods.  
 
OPTIONAL RESOURCE: Go deeper to explore industry in 
Tompkins County throughout our history. 

4 Demographics – data from 
census records 

Who lived in Tompkins County in the late 1800s?   

5 African American census 
records from the City of 
Ithaca. 

The City of Ithaca Census records indicate a growth in the 
population of African American residents through the 
1800s. While this chart shows the number of African 
American residents who lived in the City of Ithaca, African 
Americans also lived throughout the county, particularly 
in Caroline, Dryden, and Danby.  
 

6 Map of African American 
residents in Ithaca 

This map shows where African American residents lived 
within the City of Ithaca in the year 1900. In what 
neighborhood is there a large concentration of African 
American residents living (the Southside neighborhood)? 
Why might that be? 
 
(Map data drawn from History Forge: 
https://historyforge.thehistorycenter.net/ OPTIONAL: Go 
further by exploring various residents, jobs, and 
geography at the turn of the century!) 

file:///C:/Users/Education/Documents/8%20Square/8%20square%20curriculum%20-%20revised/Final%20curriculum/:%20https:/thehistorycenter.net/sites/default/files/documents/mitc_full_exhibit_2017_web.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Education/Documents/8%20Square/8%20square%20curriculum%20-%20revised/Final%20curriculum/:%20https:/thehistorycenter.net/sites/default/files/documents/mitc_full_exhibit_2017_web.pdf
https://historyforge.thehistorycenter.net/
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7 Map of people who are 
foreign-born 

This map indicates where people who are foreign-born 
lived in Ithaca in 1900. Notice the large numbers of 
households with foreign-born residents!  
 
(Map data drawn from History Forge: 
https://historyforge.thehistorycenter.net/ OPTIONAL: Go 
further by exploring various residents, jobs, and 
geography at the turn of the century!) 

8 School – Now & Then Let’s compare what school is like now, to school in the 
late 1800s.  

9 Images of school NOW Imagine your school today. Picture the outside of the 
building. The playground. The hallways, classrooms, and 
cafeteria where you spend your time. Imagine the books 
you read, the computers, the technology.  
 
How do those elements help you learn?  

10 What might be different in 
1892? 

What do you think might be different in school in 1892?  

11 Map of Dryden, 
schoolhouse #5 

Children have been attending school in Tompkins County 
since the early 1800s, originally in one-room 
schoolhouses, called Common Schools.  
 
By the late 1800s, almost all children in Tompkins County 
attended school, at least part of the year. In the rural 
areas, children attended one-room schoolhouses, while in 
larger towns they attended schools with multiple 
classrooms.  
 
Locate the Eight Square Schoolhouse on the map – 
Schoolhouse #5 in Dryden. 

12 Ithaca Central School, 1886 Let’s look at some school photos from the late 1800s. 
 
Here are students at Ithaca Central School (now Beverly J. 
Martin Elementary School), 1886. 
 
What do you notice about the students in this photo?  

13 South Hill School, Ithaca, 
where Miss Camelia 
Williams was the teacher, 
circa 1895.  
Photograph by Verne Morton 

This is a class at South Hill School in Ithaca around 1895. 
Notice that the class is segregated with boys on one side 
and girls on the other, typical of classrooms at this time. 
 

14 School Children’s Garden, 
off North Cayuga Street, 
900 block, Ithaca 1907 

Even children who attended school in the City of Ithaca 
experienced agricultural life. Here is the school children’s 
garden. 

15 District #13 School, 
Caroline 

Students at District #13 school in Caroline. 
 
What do you notice about the students in this photo? 

16 Ithaca Central School 1896 Students at Ithaca Central School, 1896 
 

https://historyforge.thehistorycenter.net/
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17 Ithaca High School 
graduates 1895 

Here are the Ithaca High School graduates of 1895. 
Ithaca High School’s first graduating class was in 1876. Its 
first African American graduate was Jessie M. Johnson in 
1879. 

18 Eight Square Schoolhouse, 
1893 
General Collection V20.201 

Students and their teacher at the Eight Square 
Schoolhouse. 
 
This 8-sided school building was built in 1827 to replace 
the original school on this site which was built in 1814. 
 
Why do you think they built the school to have 8 sides?  
(Possibilities include: good ventilation and light [no 
electricity!], the teacher can see and hear all the students, 
and more.) 

19 Students walking to school 
 

Let’s look further at what school was like at a one-room 
schoolhouse in rural Tompkins County. 
 
Most students had to walk to school, and the walk was 
usually over dirt roads and across fields in all kinds of 
weather.  

20 Raising the flag at the East 
Lansing schoolhouse, 1907 
Photograph by Verne Morton 

Each morning at school, the children would join together 
with the teacher to raise the flag. 
 

21 The Country School, 1871 
Painting by Winslow Homer  

What goes on inside a one room school? What do you 
notice in this painting? 

22 Pupils studying at the 
Morton School, District No. 
4, Groton, 1907 
Photograph by Verne Morton 

Students read independently at a one room school in 
Groton. 

23 Reading class at Riggs 
School, Groton, 1907. 
Photograph by Verne Morton 

A student stands to read aloud during class. 

24 Columbian Pitcher Pump at 
the Eight Square 
Schoolhouse 

There is no running water inside the school. Students get 
drinking water and water to wash their hands at the 
pump & well outdoors.  
 

25 Outhouses There are no bathrooms inside the school. The students 
used outhouses. The Eight Square Schoolhouse has two 
outhouses, one for boys and one for girls.  

26 Lunch in the classroom Without a separate cafeteria in the school, students eat 
inside the classroom. When the weather is nice, students 
will often eat outdoors.  

27 Lunch in the classroom These brothers and sister share one lunchbox, a basket 
with lunch items such as sandwiches with meat and 
cheese, a hardboiled egg, pickles, and an apple or other 
fruit for dessert. 

28 Jones School – pull away; 
Mrs. Irving Fuller, teacher, 
Groton, 1907. 
Photography by Verne Morton 

Children would play games outdoors at lunch and recess, 
including this game “Pull Away.” 
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29 Jones School – squat tag, 
Groton 1907. 
Photograph by Verne Morton 

Here the students play “Squat Tag” 

30 Barefoot boy reading aloud 
in Lafayette School, east of 
Groton, 1907 
Photograph by Verne Morton 

After lunch, students return to the classroom for more 
lessons. Here, a student reads aloud in front of the whole 
class.  

31 Leaving school The school day ended at 4:00, when the students 
gathered for the flag lowering ceremony. Afterward, they 
went home. Homework was not typical, and students 
would have chores to complete at home, especially those 
who lived in rural areas. 

32 Flock of ducks and girl in 
the grass, 1906. 
Photograph by Verne Morton 

This young child is responsible for putting these ducks 
into a safe nighttime coop. 
 

33 Protecting the Groceries, 
1886 
Painting by Edward Lamson 
Henry, 1886 

This child has gone to the store to buy groceries.  
 

34 Washing maple sugar 
buckets at Brown’s, 1905. 
Photograph by Verne Morton 

These children help with the work to prepare maple 
syrup. 

35 A boy and a cow; two 
persons on a bridge, 
Freeville, 1906. 
Photograph by Verne Morton 

A young man poses for a photo with his cow. People and 
animals had strong working relationships in the rural 
communities.  

36 Field trips to the Eight 
Square Schoolhouse, 2018 

What questions do you have about the Eight Square 
Schoolhouse? 
 
Bring your questions along on the trip and we’ll explore 
them! 
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Part 2: When you attend the Eight Square Schoolhouse, you will take on the role of a child in 1892 
who attended that school. Create your role! 
 
Step 1: Choose a name from the list provided (p. 10). Each student should have a different name. 
Make sure students know their name (review the day before the trip and on the bus ride there). 
Students will be addressed by these names at the Eightsquare Schoolhouse. The names on the list 
correspond to nametags we have written at the school. Please only choose a name from the list 
provided. * 
 
Step 2: Imagine what your life is like 1892. How old are you? Do you have any brothers or 
sisters? What chores do you do at home? Do you care for any of the animals? What do you like to do 
for fun? Introduce yourself to one or more of your classmates! 
 
 
*Please bring the list of names with you to the Eight Square Schoolhouse 
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List of names for students to choose  

Indicate your student’s real name in the box to the right of the 1892 name, for your records. Your 
students, regardless of their gender, may choose to adopt the role of a boy or a girl.  
 
In 1892, boys sat on one side of the classroom and girls on the other. In our living history program, we 
will ask students to sit on a “boys” or “girls” side of the classroom. Students may make the choice to sit 
on either side, regardless of their gender identity.   
 
We know that names, as part of identity, are complex and meaningful, and hope that you will 
encourage your students to choose a name and 1892 identity that feels good to them. If you have any 
questions or concerns about this list of names and/or your students’ role creation, particularly as it 
relates to gender or other identities, please do not hesitate to connect with us.  
 
*Please bring this completed sheet with you to the schoolhouse!* 

1892 Boy’s Name 2019 Student 

Alfred  

Charles  

Clarence  

Daniel  

Edward  

Elmer  

Grover  

Harry  

Howard  

John  

Joseph  

Samuel  

Thomas  

Walter  

William  
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1892 Girl’s Name 2019 Student 

Alice  

Anna  

Bertha  

Bessie  

Cora  

Elizabeth  

Ella  

Florence  

Ida  

Nellie  

Mabel  

Maud  

Olive  

Ruby  

Sadie  
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OPTIONAL Pre-trip activity:  
 

MAKING A TIN LUNCH PAIL 

Materials Needed: 

 Large tin juice can or coffee can, or smaller can from 

oversize soup or canned tomatoes. 

 1 or 2 feet (depending on can size) of 17 gauge wire, or heavy 

duty string or twine. 

 A common nail (10 p with head), hammer, piece of scrap 

lumber, scissors, wire cutters/pliers. 

 A piece of cloth (old-fashioned looking if you like) that is larger 

than the top  of the can - Remove the label from the can by 

soaking in hot, sudsy water. 

How to make the lunch pail: 

 Let the can dry. 

 Punch one hole on each side at the top, using a hammer and 

nail. Make sure you have a piece of scrap wood underneath 

the can to stop the nail. 

 Take a piece of the wire and fasten it through the holes as a 

handle. You can substitute a strong piece of string or twine, 

but wire is more authentic looking. 

 Cut a circle out of the cloth allowing enough overlap so that 

it hangs down over the sides of the can. Tie with some 

twine. 
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How to pack a lunch in 1892 / for the field trip 

Late 1890s food overview 

Most children carried their own lunch to school. If they lived very nearby, they might go 

home for lunch at noon. In city or village schools this was often the custom, but in rural 

schools children usually stayed at school to eat. They ate at their desks or outside if the 

weather was nice. Even city schools did not have cafeterias yet. The idea of hot lunches 

prepared in a school cafeteria (and, indeed, of subsidized lunches), was just beginning to 

surface in the 1890's in major cities with large immigrant populations like Boston and New 

York. They were viewed as a way of providing an adequate diet for poor children, of 

educating children in the principles of nutrition, and of Americanizing their taste. 

Typical Lunches 

Most children brought some kind of sandwich made with two thick slices of homemade 

bread. Two popular varieties at that time were salt-rising bread and graham bread. 

Mayonnaise was still a delicacy, served on sandwiches at fancy luncheons but uncommon 

in farm kitchens. It was not available ready-made. Mustard (usually homemade from 

purchased ground mustard) might have been used for flavoring. Sandwich contents were 

often leftover slices of roasted or boiled meat - ham, pork, mutton, beef, corned beef, 

tongue, or chicken. A hard cheese like cheddar was also common, since most farmers made 

their excess milk into cheese as a way of keeping it. Sausages - including bologna sausage - 

and head cheese (a jellied loaf or sausage containing chopped and boiled parts of the feet, 

head, and sometimes the tongue and heart of an animal, usually a hog) were the equivalent 

of today's cold cuts. 

Hard-boiled eggs and pickles were typical side dishes. Saratoga chips (potato chips) were 

featured in most recipe books of the 1880's and 1890's and may have been packed in a 

lunch as a treat. Dessert would be a piece of fruit. Apples, peaches, and pears were the most 

common types. Apples kept well for most of the winter in root cellars. Other fruits were 

eaten most in season. Dried apple rings or fruit leather might appear in late winter and be 

eaten right through the spring. Children would also snack on berries growing wild along 

the roadside - strawberries in June, wild raspberries in July. 

Molasses cookies, sugar cookies, and ginger snaps were favorite sweets. Sometimes, as a 

special treat, you might get a piece of gingerbread or a slice of mince pie. Sweets like 

peppermint drops, butterscotch, and taffy were made at home. Penny candy and chewing 

gum were store-bought. These, however, would not be packed in a school lunch. 

Students would often carry half-baked potatoes to school in the wintertime. Since they had 

been partially cooked at home, they helped keep the children's hands warm on the long and 
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cold walk to school. The potatoes would finish cooking when placed on the wood stove 

once the students got to school; they could then enjoy them for lunch. 

Drinks were usually water from the school well, passed out by one of the students, using a 

dipper and pail. Some children might bring drinks from home. These would be milk, 

lemonade, cider or root beer. They were carried in a tin can with a lid or a glass bottle with 

a stopper.  

At certain schools, children sometimes took turns bringing a pail of milk to school each day. 

At lunchtime they placed the bucket of milk on the stove. Soda pop of the 1890's, i.e. root 

beer, would probably be unrecognizable today. It was often homemade from a packet of 

powder purchased in a pharmacy or general store. This was mixed with water in a large 

crock and then bottled. 
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Suggested School Lunch for 1892 

SANDWICH 

Two thick slices of "homemade" bread 

Butter/mustard 

Sliced meat - ham, pork, mutton, beef, corned beef, tongue, chicken or sausage - 

bologna sausage, salami, head cheese  or cheddar cheese 

or apple butter, jam, jelly (strawberry jam, grape jelly, plum preserves) 

Wrap sandwich in butcher’s paper (or a piece of a brown paper bag), or a cloth 

napkin. 

PICKLE 

HARD-BOILED EGG 

SARATOGA CHIPS (potato chips) 

FRUIT - apple, pear, peach, plum, grapes or dried fruit leather 

COOKIE - (molasses, sugar, ginger snap, shortbread), or gingerbread, apple pie, 

apple turnover, mince pie or donut 

DRINK - water, lemonade, milk, cider 

Pack everything in a basket or lunch pail (directions included on p. 12), with a cloth napkin. 

Or pack everything in the cloth napkin and tie on the end of a stick.  

FOODS TO AVOID: 

Anything in individual packages, yogurt, peanut, tuna fish (although sardines are 

appropriate in prosperous farm families), tortillas, pizza, candy, Oreos, chocolate cookies, 

Jell-O or pudding cups, corn and tortilla chips, juice boxes. Avoid plastic wrap, baggies, 

aluminum foil, Tupperware, paper napkins, plastic silverware, or straws. 
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How to dress in 1892 / For the field trip 

Children (and teachers) in a rural school dressed for utility, rather than for fashion. Their 

clothes were usually far from stylish, tending to be made of hard-wearing, serviceable 

fabric and often handed down from older brothers or sisters; hence, they probably didn't fit 

very well either. Colors were generally dark, because they would show dirt or stains less, or 

white, which would be bleached easily. Many clothes were sewn from patterns at home, 

although store-bought and especially mail order ready-made clothes were increasing in 

popularity as their cost declined and their quality improved. 

The best resource for how school children dressed in rural areas are their school 

photographs. Look carefully at the pictures of children in front of the Eight Square School in 

the 1890s and you will see how they actually dressed for a day at school. 
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Ideas of what to wear: 

Reminder: students are not expected to purchase outfits for this trip. Find clothes from 

around the house that can be fashioned into these period clothes. Help students problem-

solve and get creative. 

BOYS:  

 Knickers or dark pants rolled or folded up to the knee or bib overalls 

 dark knee socks (like black tube socks) 

 dark shoes (high top sneakers are close in shape); oxfords 

 white blouse (girls blouse with a rounded collar and long sleeves would look right) - or 

a dress shirt with the collar folded to the inside 

 pullover sweater (crew neck or turtle neck in plain dark color)  

 “newsboy” cap or straw hat 

GIRLS:  

 dress in small overall floral print, gingham check, or solid color  

 Long, puffy sleeves, yoked or gathered bodice, full skirt, mid-calf length or long 

puffed sleeve blouse with collar and long, full skirt with belt; petticoats underneath 

to make skirt full 

 white pinafore (optional) 

 long black stockings (tights or black/dark knee socks)  

 high laced black shoes/boots, or low dark shoes  

 If hair is long: braids or loose hair pulled back with a big bow  

 sunbonnet or straw hat or tam 

 
WOMEN:  

 

 White blouse with puffy front, long puffed sleeves with cuffs, high collar, bow tie, 

bar pin, cameo or brooch optional 

 dark long skirt, flat at front, full in back; medium wide belt petticoat for fullness of 

shape 

 black stockings 

 black high-laced shoes (or anything black - they shouldn't show)  

 straw or felt broad brimmed hat (boater style), square on head 

 hair worn swept up, with a fringe in front (optional) and knot in back. If you have 
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short hair either fake it or, if questioned, lament you had a 'fever' that was so bad 

that all your long hair had to be cut off 

 small drawstring purse or bag 

 

MEN:  

 dark suit (or checked if you like, but that was racy in the country) full trousers and 

loose, boxy jacket (double-breasted blazer); vest, bowtie or wide necktie 

 white shirt with high stiff collar (turn it to the inside or just turn over the points 

slightly), long sleeves and cuffs 

 straw hat, fedora, or bowler; cane; pocket watch 
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Post-trip classroom activities 
 
Want to continue to reflect on the experience you’ve had in the Eight Square Schoolhouse? 
Try these two post-trip activities back in the classroom. 
 
1. Compare and contrast schooling in 1892 and today – create a venn diagram, and/or 
write an essay about the similarities and differences between school in 1892 and today. 
Given this comparison, what do you think was the purpose of education in 1892? And what 
is it today? 
 
2. Write a letter, back in time, to the 1892 student you portrayed. Share with that student 
what it was like for you to step back in time, and what it’s like in the present day to be a 
student. 
 

 

  



22 
 

Brief History of the Eight Square Schoolhouse 

When this schoolhouse was built in 1827, Tompkins County was only ten years old. Slavery 

would be abolished in New York State on July 4th.  There were about 35,000 people living 

in the county and most of them were farmers. Some of those farmers decided to build a 

new school for their children. 

The Eight Square School replaced a wooden plank school that had been built on the same 

site in 1814. The old school was rundown and not nearly big enough for all the children. 

The trustees of School District #5 voted to move the old school down the road a little and 

begin building a new brick school. 

They hired a man named Balcom from McLean as their master builder and worked side by 

side with him to build a school that would be "twenty eight feet in the clear and eight 

square." Some of the early settlers of the area had come from the Delaware Valley 

originally, and had probably seen similar octagonal buildings there. 

The brick for the school came from the nearby brickyard of Jeremiah Snyder and from the 

Grover-Hammond Metzgar brickyard. The corner bricks were cast for the octagonal shape, 

and the chimney bricks were cast in a circular form. The school cost $550.88 to build; the 

trustees had collected only $350.00 in school taxes for the building, so they had to raise 

additional money to pay the extra cost. 

The Eight Square School served as a one-room school for the children of the district until 

1941 when the Dryden School District centralized and began bussing the children into 

Dryden or Freeville to school. The building was used as a community center and meeting 

place for another ten years. In 1955 the ownership of the school was transferred to the 

DeWitt Historical Society of Tompkins County.  

The school was used mostly for storage until 1975 when the Dryden Spirit of '76 opened it 

for school programs. In 1978 the Rural Schools Program at Cornell chose the Eight Square 

Schoolhouse as its symbol because, as their brochure stated, "This stately structure depicts 

rural educational ideas for the eighties - quality education, dedicated teaching, relevant 

facilities, cooperative sharing, efficient operation and community support." In 1979 the 

Cayuga Nature Center took over responsibility for the programming. In 1991 the DeWitt 

Historical Society developed a new, more historically accurate curriculum to be used at the 

school. Individual 4th grade teachers conducted the day on their own until 1992 when the 

DeWitt Historical Society began hiring and training our own teachers for its "Living 

History" program.  

The Eight Square Schoolhouse is one of the earliest schools, still existing, in Tompkins 

County, and one of only two brick octagonal schoolhouse left standing in New York State. In 

1994 it was officially listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and in 2000 became 

an Official Project of Save America's Treasures.  
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Additional Local History 

For more information on any of these topics, including artifacts or museum tours, contact The 

History Center.  

 
 
Contact: Julia Taylor, Director of Youth Education  
Email: eightsquare@thehistorycenter.net  
Phone: 607-273-8284 x229  
The History Center in Tompkins County is located at 110 N. Tioga, Ithaca, NY 14850, on the 
“bank alley” section of the Commons 
 

 

mailto:eightsquare@thehistorycenter.net

